The Re
l i ve

Present

Absent:

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2020
7:00 PM

MINUTES

gular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held remotely via WebEx and

streamed on t he Obokpageooh Mdvday @dtober 5 20800 & 7:00 BM. e
Councilwoman Jeanette White Blackwell Councilman Vincent Loffredo
Councilwoman Meghan Carta Councilman Anthony Mangiafico
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr. Councilman Edward McKeon
Councilman Darnell Ford Councilman Eugene Nocera
Councilman Edward Ford, Jr. Councilman Philip Pessina
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr. Councilwoman Linda Salafia

Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim, Chair
Daniel Ryan, Esq., Corporation Counsel, Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council

Also Present: Ramona Burkey, Director i Russell Library

Kevin Elak, RS/REHS T Health Department Manager

Carl Erlacher, CPA, Director - Finance

Ashley Flynn-Natale, CCTC, City & Town Clerk

Christopher Holden, PE - Deputy Director, Public Works

Chief Robert Kronenberger 1 Fire & Emergency Management Director

Cathy Lechowicz, - Director i Recreation & Senior Services

Barbara Knoll Petersoni Mayor 6s Admini strative Assistant
William Russo - Director, Public Works

Joseph Samolis - Director, Planning, Conservation & Development

Brig Smith, Esq. - General Counsel

Members of the Public: WebEx (unknown) and Facebook livestream (unknown number of viewers)

1.

3.
APPRO

Call to Order

Mayor Benjamin Florsheim calls the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Regular
Meeting of the Common Council. The Chair invites the Councilmembers to remain seated, per the accepted
rules for remote meetings, and to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Call of the Meeting is read and the Chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal meeting.
Accept/Amend the Agenda
The Chair asks for a motion either to approve the agenda as presented or to amend.

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to accept the agenda. Councilman Grady Faulkner seconds the
motion.

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The vote to accept the agenda is approved
unanimously with 12 aye votes. (Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro,
Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.) The matter is approved.

Presentation i Recognition of Larry McHugh, Middlesex Chamber of Commerce President
VED BY ACCLAMATION
RESOLUTION No. 73-20

WHEREAS, serving as the President of the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce since 1983,
Larry McHugh brings to the Chamber the same winning philosophy that he has followed since his
teaching days at the helm in the classroom and on the field as a high school football coach; and

WHEREAS, under his long-term leadership, the Chamber has grown from 260 members in 1983 to

over 2,250 members today. He has worked diligently to provide services to members and non-
members alike, promoting Middl esex County as the
alwaysshines: 0 and
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WHEREAS, having earned many awards for the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce, including
recognitions on the national stage, ranging from the White House to the United States Department
of Labor, Larry has shown that Middlesex County, including the City of Middletown, is an outstanding
hub for businesses, a relaxing recreation destination, and an excellent place to live and to work; and

WHEREAS, with the unexpected onset of COVID-19, a health situation not experienced in the United
States in a century, Larry and his team of 13 devoted professionals at the Middlesex Chamber of
Commerce have stepped up to the challenge when businesses needed it most. The ultimate
challenge was how best to chart a course so that, during what some regard as perhaps among the
worst of modern times, Middlesex County businesses would not simply survive, but continue to move
forward. Larry had the unprecedented charge of keeping everyone on track, something that he and
his team are accomplishing with a positive attitude, a creative plan, and the diligence that comes
only by a devotion fueled by the heart; and

WHEREAS,wi t h Larryds steady hand at the helm and his |e
moving our community forward. There are many ingredients and many hands hard at work. The plan

includes the Chamberoés solid, remote communication p
connected; i mpl e me nt aShadutdtrOut @rbgram tioeconeht shentommudiy and
support local businesses relative to i wh o , what , and where, o0 |linking the
resources, hours of operation, and confirming available services; and working with the City to connect
| ocal businesses with wunique financi al t oesmal i ncl udi

business Community Development Block Grant program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MIDDLETOWN: On behalf of the people of Middletown, we commend Larry McHugh, President of
the Middlesex County Chamber of Commerce, for his diligent work ethic and his unconditional
devotion to this community, nurturing businesses, promoting the community, and, despite the darkest
clouds of COIVD-19, finding a way to help the sun continue to shine in Middlesex County.

FISCAL IMPACT: None

The Chair reads the resolution honoring Larry McHugh, Chairman of the Middlesex Country Chamber of
Commerce. He has been a great asset to the Ma y o r in his administration,
birthday recently. He is the cheerleader for Middletown and Middlesex County for many years. He invites
Councilmembers to speak. The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera.

Councilman Nocera states that he knows that everyone wants to say something, so he will be brief, it would
be inappropriate not to say thank you to Larry. Councilman Nocera has known Larry most of, all of his life,
adding that Larry was his social studies teacher for a couple of years. Larry is a cheerleader extraordinaire.
He has incredible wisdom and knowledge about this community. His leadership is sound and inspirational.
His commitment to Middletown cannot be expressed in words. Thank you for all that you do and continue
to do. He hopes that they will soon be able to return to the breakfast in Cromwell. Thank you, Larry.

The Chair calls on Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.

Councilman Faulkner asks if Larry McHugh is present. He states that Larry is an amazing man of many,
many talents. His leadership is awesome. They have one of the greatest Chambers out there and it is great
because it is well grounded. It pays attention to not only the dollars and cent, but to the people. It serves
the community very well and the county. He would be remiss if he did not talk about the NAACP. When the
NAACP came to Larry McHugh represented by Faith Jackson and John Robinson about the idea of having
a program that helps minorities and people of color to get training to own their own business. They have
moved from the basements of their home into the mainstream of Middletown. He thought it would run for
two or three years, but, today, it still runs. They owe a big debt to Larry McHugh for his good job. God bless
you.

The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina

Councilman Pessina states that he has known Larry since he came her, adding he, himself, was a Sergeant

on the Police Department. Getting hi m into the Chamber was one of the most rewarding time for him
personally. Larry is a mentor. Councilman Pessina states that, as he went up in the ranks of the Police
Department, Larry was always there to encourage him. When he was prompted to Deputy Chief, Larry
humbly said a lot of good things, which made him feel great with full confidence. He thanks Larry for being

a friend a mentor, and looks forward to many years with him at his side, working eventsandk now t hat
sun shineson Middl esex Count y. 0 hibhedrrMidgletaws, the best. Tisankrysu. Wishing him
many more years of happiness and good health.

The Chair calls on Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell.

Councilwoman Blackwell states that, while she does not have a history like her follow Councilmembers i
Councilman Nocera: social studies teacher i as a new Councilmember, she does not want to miss an
opportunity to thank him for his service and commitment to the City. She wishes him well.

The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.

Councilman McKeon states that there are so many projects in Town. Nonetheless, it is always a useful and

important discussion to have. Noting that he has gotten to know Larry better through the Council, he
indicates that agree more often than they disagree. He thinks that is good. Seeing the performance of the
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Chamber, which is a great Chamber with a great history, during this crisis, they are lucky to have the
Chamber in Middletown, in Middlesex County because it is the tool that businesses have turned to as time
got tough. Thank you, noting it is well deserved. He adds that Larry was not his teacher, but is an important

guy.
The Chair calls on Councilman Edward Ford, Jr.

Councilman Edward Ford states that he, similar to Councilwoman Blackwell, does not known Larry McHugh
very well, having only met in recent years. It d i dtaké fong to know what an exemplary person and role
model and leader that he is in the community, seeing how much he loves Middletown, It is inspiring. He
thanks Larry McHugh for paving the road and doing all that he continues to do in all sectors of the
community, touching everyone, who lives here. Thank you for that is planned. God bless you for many more
years of prosperity.

The Chair calls on Councilman Darnell Ford.

Councilman Darnell Ford thanks Larry McHugh as a new Council member coming into this process. He
recounts at Larry McHugh was very welcoming and offered advice. He is a great mentor. That has made
his journey exciting and easy. We hope to have him comment. We look forward to his continued leadership
and exemplary things that he has done and continues to do.

The Chair calls on Councilman Loffredo.

Councilman Loffredo repeats all that has been said, adding his best wishes. He thanks Larry McHugh for
his outstanding survive, his outstanding work for all as a mentor and leader over many years. He thanks
him for his outstanding work and wishes him many happy birthdays for the future, adding it is great to see
him celebrate his 81st. Best wishes.

The Chair echoes all that has been said. He notes that Larry McHugh does not do this work for the credit,

adding that he knows this because no one can accomplish this much if they are doing it for the credit. Every

once in a while, it is worthwhile to give t lbhather ed
does as a body and look forward to working with him for many, many years to come. He asks if Larry
McHugh would like to speak.

Larry McHugh thanks the Council for this recognition. There were times he thought he would not reach age
81, but he made it. Reflecting, he goes back to 1963 when he came to Middletown. He started a year prior
in Durham. He was released by the New York Titans as had planned to go back to play professional football.
He took the job at Xavier and never looked back. He joined the Chamber in 1983, as a small group. They
grew because of relationships and people lie the Councilmembers and Mayor. The Chamber could not do
what it does alone, without a great wife and family and an unbelievable staff of 13. They are few, but do a
lot. Joanna Bond and Jeff Pugliese, Vice-President, are the ones who got the Chamber geared up for Covid
when everything was shut down in March. They met, knowing that they could not give up the ship. They
have all done too much in this county and this City and really care. They care because we are inclusive,
that everyone has the right to an education and to a job and the right to express their opinions, whether you
agree or disagree. Do it in the best manner we can. He thanks the mayor for stepping up to the plate and
every Councilmember for being there 24/7 for the City. We are a great team. The sun doe shine because
each of you and all citizens believes that working together we will be able to work together and make
Middletown and Middlesex County the best place to live, to work, and to enjoy each other. Thank you. We
will continue to fight. Middletown is the best. Thank you.

The Chair thanks everyone for recognizing a great citizen.

4, Approval of Minutes: Special Meeting of September 2, 2020 at 7:00 PM
APPROVED

Councilman Edward McKeon moves to approve the minutes of the special meeting of September 2, 2020.
Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The vote to accept the minutes of the special
meeting of August 3, 2020, as corrected, is approved unanimously by a vote of 12-0 (Councilmembers
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina,
and Salafia.) The matter is approved.

5. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting of September 8, 2020, at 7:00 PM
APPROVED

Councilman Philip Pessina moves to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of September 8, 2020.
Councilman Anthony Mangiafico seconds the motion.

There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The vote to accept the minutes of the regular
meeting of September 8, 2020 is approved unanimously by a vote of 12-0 (Councilmembers Blackwell,
Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)
The matter is approved.
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6. Public Hearing on Agenda Items -- Opens

The Chair opens public hearing at 7:22 PM. The Chair invites any member of the public looking to speak
can do so by indicating using the WebEx hand raise function. Comments are limited to items on the agenda.
Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their name
and address for the record. Speakers in the queue will be unmuted in chronological order.

Jennifer_Kleindienst (241 West Street): She is speaking to Item 12D, the contract for trash. She
understands that it is a done deal and that comments h e r e  necessarily make a change in the way
that the Council chooses to vote. She wants to bring some items to the Coun c i afteitfon that they may,
or may not, know about. The first is a concern because of the language put into the trash that indicates a
preferencef or ti pping Middl et own6s sitcould hat heia cequiremans. tTashi n  t
is a major environmental justice issue. Right now the facilities in Lisbon is next to the environmental justice
community to her knowledge. The Hartford incinerator is shutting down and without that requirement, there
is a reasonable chance that the waste will be shipped to any number of states and impact environmental
justice communities, which are disproportionately Black, Latinex, or low income. She does not think that
this is meeting that Middletown wants to exacerbate. In a regional sense. Secondly, she understands that
the primary reason for making this decision is financial, which falls within the financial constraints that Covid
has imposed. Her call to the Council and the Mayor is to do a lot more to reduce our waste, which would,
in turn, reduce our costs. There are a number of things that we can do which are low cost. Reducing waste
inthe numberonet hi ng t hat we tbaxeto payfor wastévtbat weal ro héve to throw away.
It can be done by better encouragement of backyard composting or increasing composting available to
residents in the City. She i s a iqprogosed pithio theoCitye 8he o f
does not know how much support it now has, but the basic idea is purchase bags and pay for the bags that
you put your trash into. What you pay for trash is based on the trash that you throw away. About 10 years
ago, there were throw bags and pay as you throw. It& an anecdotal example, but it works. In the community
where she lived, there was suddenly concern about what would be thrown away because people paid for
every bag. There is evidence in other communities that this works. We can do more to encourage yard
waste composting. We can do more to advocate at the State level to expand the Bottle Bill. There are any
number of items that we could be doing to encourage waste reduction. She encourages that Council not
to vote in favor of this contract because of these concerns, regardless of whatever direction the Council
chooses to vote, she hopes that the Council will take into account these concerns as they think ahead about
waste in the City.

7. Public Hearing on Agenda Items -- Closes
There being no additional speakers, the Chair closes the public hearing at 7:27 PM.

8. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation requests and the Certificate of Director of
Finance (NONE)

9. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval
APPROVED

Councilman Grady Faulkner begins to reads the various items. He stops at Item 8F and asks if Deputy
Director of Public works Christopher Holden is in attendance to speak on Item 8F.

Councilman Faulkner states that the Majority Leader has questions as to what is going on with this project.

Councilman Eugene Nocera asks, for clarification for the Council, he asks Deputy Director Holden to give
some clarification.

Deputy Direction Holden states that this project goes back a few years. The first study was in 2014. They
have since completed an updated noise study, which creates a model of how sound waves travel from the
firing range throughout the valley, the neighborhoods. What this grant will do address noise abatement and
improve safety and some additional improvements that the FBI is looking for. They are looking for a potential
additional building for non-ballistic training so it would not be live fire. They would set up dividers as going
through a house. This feasibility study will determine what improvement s need to be made and what
process to complete these improvements.

Councilman Nocera asks Councilman Vincent Loffredo, regarding the perimeter of the firing range is there
anything to add on the progress so far with the Commission that is looking to establish the building
committee.

Councilman Loffredo replies that the building committee was reestablished a few months ago and, at that
time, the FBI came forward and indicated an interest continuing the established relationship with the City.
They are willing to offer significant finance assistance towards successful project completion. One element
just mentions by Deputy Director olden is the building that the FBI wants to build, a sizeable building, which
would require an additional amount of Water Pollution Control Authority land. They approved the additional
land for the possible construction. The amount of money - $50,000 i would pay for the feasibility study,
which would be on a reimbursable basis for work done. A request for proposals will go out in accordance
with the City purchasing rules, noting is being out together. It will be reviewed at the next Firing Range
Committee meeting and go out to the appropriate folks, vendors who have constructed similar facilities
across the country. The goal will be, the City voted in 2013-2014 to two (2) $50,000 bond appropriations:
one for the sound and the other for abatements and things of that nature, for a total of $1.5M. One issue
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that was brought to his attention when they offered the $50K was to reach out to Furnace Director Carl
Erlacher as to whether or not this is inclusive or exclusive of the bond requirements. If exclusive, one of the
means that the $50K is on top of that bond rather than reducing the $750K. The FBI is potentially interested
after the feasibility study they may match dollar for dollar what the City is willing to put up for it. Potentially,
they may match to the total bond authorization, if it &he other way around, they would be paying for it all,
but they are not interested in that. Potentially, i t adpssitive working relationship and the new facility will
address the neighborhood project. He does not live in the area, but it can be a very noisy and distracting
facility from time to time. This is where we are.

Councilman Nocera thanks Councilman Loffredo, noting that was an excellent summation and that it
answered all of his questions.

Councilman Faulkner continues reading the list of items for approval and moves to approve. Councilman
Eugene Nocera seconds the motion.

The Chair asks if there is any further discussion.

Councilman Loffredoas ks i f Fire Chief Kr onenb eAdpiaistrativesAssistant t h e
states that Chief Kronenberger is not on the call, but Finance Director Erlacher is on the call.

Councilman Loffredo calls on Finance Director Erlacher, asking if they are okay accepting the $50K and
that it is exclusive of the $750K, which allows it to occur.

Director Erlacher states it can be accepted that way; however, if they get the $1.5M, it was not a referendum
guestion. Therefore, the Council can amend the ordinancef r om fAi ncl usi ved to Aexcl
check with the City Attorney because he is not familiar with it, as long as there was no referendum that is

the process.

There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The vote to accept the minutes of the
regular meeting of September 8, 2020 is approved unanimously by a vote of 12-0 (Councilmembers
Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, D. Ford, E. Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina,
and Salafia.) The matter is approved.

A. City Clerkds Certificate
APPROVED
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City & Town Clerk’s Office
245 deKoven Drive
Middletown, CT 06457

Certification

I, Ashley Flynn-Natale, City and Town Clerk of the City of Middletown and custodian of the records and
seal thereof, hereby certify that all ordinances and appropriations passed and adopted at the regular
meeting of the Common Council on September 8, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., the special meeting of the Common
Council on September 2, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., have been advertised in the local newspaper.

Dated at Middletown, Connecticut, this 2" day of October, 2020.

S

«* Phone (860) 638-4910 *» Fax (860) 638-1910 *TDD (860) 638-4812

B. Monthly Reports -- Finance Department: Transfer Report to September 23, 2020
APPROVED
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Transfers of Funds - Operating Budget Accounts
From8/26/20 To9/23/20
FY 2020-2021 J
! : From To 1
Date Department \Budget ltem Account No. ‘Account No. Amount
09/09/20 Fire TNT Rescue Tool Upgradss 2040-50300-78793-x-%-2021 B (5,000.00)
Spacialized Rescue & Testing Equipment 2040-50300-79670-x-x-2021 5,000.00
Contractual Services 2010-50000-55185-0500 | (2,000.00)
[Cempensatory Time Reduction 2010-50000-51490-0500 | 2,000.00
09/14/20 Library Employee Assistance Program 1000-07000-55790 (80.00),
Data Service Online 1000-07000-53420 0.20
Cutside Technical Services 1000-07000-55200 38.20
Salaries & Wages, PT Perm 1000-07000-51215 (2,500.00)
Overtime 1000-07000-51340 (2,500.00)
Repairs/Maintenance to Buildings 1000-07000-53380 (10,000.00)
L Office Equipment Maintenance 1000-07000-55435 10,041.80
Network Maintenance | 1000-0700055835 5,000.00
09/17/20 Water Contingency Fund 5000-60000-57020 {9,000.00)
\RepairsiMaintenance to Vehicles ' 15000-60000-53520 9,000.00
09/23/20 Library |General Administrative 1000-07000-52110 | (22.87)
Data Services Online 1000-07000-53420 2287
08/23/20 Health Events 1000-31000-53705 ‘ ) {1,000.00)
Salaries & Wages, PT Perm 1000-31000-51215 | {1,000,00)
Overtime 1000-31000-51340 2,000.00
0.00
| |
FY 2019-2020
06/30/20  Sanitation [Wasts Removal 2020-40000-55410 | (30,861.58)
Salaries & Wages, PT Perm 2020-40000-51110 | 30,861.58
) 0.00

C. Grant Confirmation & Approval: Police Department i SFate Departr_ngnt of Transportation grant for
overtime for High Visibility Enforcement, focusing on distracted driving: $30,000
APPROVED
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D. Grant Confirmation & Approval: Board of Education i miscellaneous grants: $9,732,403.17
APPROVED

E. Grant Confirmation & Approval: Planning, Conservation & Development: inventory, characterize,
assess, and cleanup of brownfield areas between Route 9 and the Connecticut River: $300,000
APPROVED



